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Republican scholars such as David Miller defend restrictive citizenship regimes by reference to the
normative importance of the state. In this paper, I employ a republican framework to justify the
extension of citizenship status to most long-term residents. I agree that membership in a state matters
greatly – at least when that state works to reduce the domination of individuals by third parties, such
as factions, corporations and the like. However, the claim that membership in such a state is
essential for shielding individuals from domination commits republicans to an inclusive membership
policy. After all, the state’s law must be non-arbitrary, and it can be so only insofar as individuals
have the necessary means at their disposal to force the government to take their interests into
account, and to challenge decisions in a democratic forum. When non-citizen residents are subject to
the law in a republican state, that law has in an important sense been coercively imposed upon them.
I argue that, with a few exceptions, long-term residents have a prima facie claim to citizenship, and I
discuss several alternative ways in which states may be able to meet their obligations.
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